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Article I.

Section 1. 
This Lodge shall be known as Mount Olive Lodge number 21, Free and Accepted Masons, under the jurisdiction of the Most Worshipful Free and Accepted Masons, under the Jurisdiction of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge for the state of Louisiana.

Section 2. Its domicile is hereby fixed, New Orleans, Parish of Orleans, State of Louisiana.

Article II.

Membership. How Composed

Section 1. The Lodge shall be composed of the present members and such others as may be regularly Entered, Passed, and Raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.  

Article III.

Section 1. The stated communications shall be held on the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 P.M.  All other meetings shall be styled special meetings.

Section 2.  The annual anniversary of the Lodge shall be celebrated on the fourth Sunday of April at a place decided by the current membership.

Article IV.

Officers and Elections

Section 1.  The Worshipful Master, Wardens, Treasurer, and Secretary shall be elected by ballot at the first stated meeting in December of each year, and installed on or before the 27th day of that month; a majority of votes shall be necessary to elect in each case.

Section 2. The appointed officers shall be:  Senior and Junior Deacon, Senior and Junior Steward, Chaplain, Marshall, and Tyler.  They shall be installed with the elected officers.  

Article V.

Duties of Officers

Worshipful Master

Section 1.  The Worshipful Master shall preside at all meetings of the Lodge.  He shall have charge of the dispensation or Warrant, which he shall have present in the Lodge when opened.  He shall see that the Ancient Constitution, Laws and Regulations of the Grand Lodge be obeyed and tat the officers and members faithfully perform their Masonic duties.

The Worshipful Master shall have the right to call special meetings, to open, close, or call off the Lodge, and for all of his acts, he shall be amendable to the Grand Lodge only.

Senior Warden

Section 2.  In addition to his individual duties as prescribed by the ritual, he is to succeed to and exercise all of the duties of the Master in his absence or inability to serve, provided he is in possession of the Warrant of Constitution.  He shall represent the Lodge, together with the Master and Junior Warden at all communications of the Grand Lodge.  

Junior Warden

Section 3.  In addition to his individual duties as prescribed in the ritual, the Junior Warden shall exercise all of the powers of the Master and Senior Warden if both be absent or unable to serve, provided he is in possession of the Warrant of Constitution. He shall represent the Lodge, together with the Master and Senior Warden at all communications of the Grand Lodge.  

Secretary

Section 4.  The secretary shall perform all the duties connected with his office as prescribed by law and custom.  He shall, at the first communication in the months of July and December of each year, submit a complete report of all the transactions of his office.  He shall carefully make out and forward to the Grand Secretary, the Annual Returns of the Lodge as prescribed by the regulations of the Grand Lodge.  He shall give in detail the collections of each meeting.  The Secretary shall receive as compensation for his services, exemption from regular monthly dues and assessments, and if necessary, such additional compensation in money as the Lodge may see fit to allow.  His books and papers shall always be open to inspection of proper Officers, Grand and Subordinate, and for the information of the craft.  

Treasurer

Section 5.  The treasurer shall keep a correct account of all monies received for account of the Lodge, and pay the same out only upon Warrant duly signed by the Worshipful Master and Secretary.  He shall at the first stated meetings in the months of July and December of each year, submit a complete report of all transactions of his office, giving in detail, monies received and disbursed, accompanied by the warrants and vouchers therefore.  It shall be the duty of the treasurer to deposit for safekeeping all Stocks, Bonds, or Securities belonging to the Lodge in a safe depository with the finance committee or a majority of them.  Said deposits will be in the name of the Lodge and not otherwise.  No stocks, bonds, securities, or any other property this deposited shall be withdrawn except by the treasurer and Worshipful Master, in the absence of the Worshipful Master, by the Treasurer and Senior Warden, and in the absence of the Treasurer, by the Worshipful Master, Senior and Junior Warden and Chairman of the Finance Committee.  It shall be the duty of the treasurer to deposit in a bank selected by the three principle officers of the Lodge, together with the finance committee, or a majority of them all monies received from the hand of the secretary.  Said deposits to be made in the name of the Lodge.  No monies shall be withdrawn there from except upon check signed by the Treasurer, and countersigned by the Worshipful Master, on in the absence of the Worshipful Master, by the Senior Warden. He shall give bond in an amount specified by his Lodge.  

Appointed Officers

Section 6.  The duties of each appointed officer shall be such as prescribed by Masonic custom and usage, and the Worshipful Master.  

Section 7.  The Tyler shall be exempt from all dues, and shall receive such additional compensation as the Lodge may determine.

Article VI.

Fees and Dues

Section 1.  The fee for conferring the three symbolic degrees shall be $150.00  

Section 2.  The application for degrees must in each and every case be accompanied by the money in full for the same, and in case of rejection, the fee must be returned.  

Section 3.  The monthly dues shall be left to the discretion of the Lodge as to the amount, and shall be $15.00 unless necessity requires it, then it may be increased to remain so at the will and pleasure of the Lodge.  Said dues must be paid by all regular members, except that the Secretary and Tyler may be exempted.  Brothers joining or reinstating to the Lodge under special membership (over the age of 55) will be required to pay the sum of $14.00.  Honorary members will not be required to pay any dues.  

Section 4.  No member shall be exempt from the payment of dues, assessments, or pro-rata, except for the Secretary and Tyler.  

Section 5.  For good and sufficient cause, the Lodge may remit the dues of any member in arrears, upon a resolution to that effect referred to a special committee for action, and upon favorable report thereon at a subsequent stated meeting.  

Section 6.  All reports of committees, and all resolutions must be made and submitted in writing, properly signed.  

Article VII.

Salaries

Section 1. The Secretary shall receive a monthly compensation of $20.00

Section 2.  The Tyler shall receive a monthly compensation of $10.00

Section 3.  The Recorder shall receive a monthly salary of $5.00

Section 4.  The Treasurer shall receive a monthly salary of $10.00

Article VIII.

Order of Business

Section 1.  The following is the Order of Business:

Roll Call

Reading of minutes (previous communication)

Sickness and distress (report)

Welcome visitors

Communications

Reception and reference of new petitions

Committee reports 

Balloting

Unfinished business

New business

Birthdays

Conferring of degrees

Minutes

Closing (ritualistic)

Article IX.

Non-Payment of Dues

Section 1.  When the dues of any member shall reach the amount of three months indebtedness, he shall be notified to show cause at the next regular communication why he should not be dropped from the roll.  

Section 2.  Failing to respond to such notice or to pay his indebtedness in full, he shall be declared dropped for non-payment of dues and shall forfeit any and all privileges of membership until such time as hos obligation to the Lodge shall be paid in full.  

Section 3.  The total amount stated above represents the maximum amount which a brother may owe his Lodge.  Nothing contained herein shall be construed as restricting the right of the Lodge to set its total indebtedness at a lesser figure.  

Article X.

Reinstatement

Section 1.  All requests for reinstatement to membership in this Lodge shall be in writing or by petition, and acted upon as follows:

Any member of the Lodge who has been dropped from the roll for nonpayment of dues may reinstate his membership upon the payment of the amount owed to the Lodge at the time he was dropped, plus the prevailing reinstatement fee in effect at the time of the reinstatement.  

For suspensions for un-masonic conduct, the request will be held over for one month and will require a three-fourth (75%) majority vote in favor of restoration by ballot.  

For expulsion due to un-masonic conduct, the request shall be held over for one month, and will require unanimous approval by ballot for restoration.

Article XI.

Sickness and Distress

Section 1. It will be the policy of the Lodge to send a basket of fruit or a plant to any brother who sends notice of his hospitalization.  

Section 2.  It shall be the policy of the Lodge to send a card to any brother who is confined to his home due to illness.

Section 3.  Widows of special members, not otherwise entitled to received benefits upon the death of a brother, shall be given a monetary gift from the Lodge.  The amount of the gift shall be determined by the membership at that time.

Article XII.

Lodge Burial Plot

Section 1.  The Lodge will inform all members, upon becoming Master Masons, that it owns burial lots 415 and 416 (Unit No. 1 Section “A”) at the Mount Olivet Cemetery, New Orleans LA.

Section 2.  the family of any brother in good standings may request the use of the Lodge burial plot for that brother upon agreement to the following conditions:

a. All fees associated with the use of the plot (burial, removal or disturbing of remains, etc.) shall be paid by the family at the time of the request.

b. A wooden coffin must be used

c. The family must give permission to disturb the remains, in order that the Lodge may reuse the site when necessary.

Article XIII.

Masonic Attire

Section 1.  Masonic attire for the Lodge will be as follows:



dark suit (black or navy blue)



dark socks



dark tie (bolo permitted)



black shoes



white gloves



white apron

Section 2.  All members of the Lodge are expected to dress in Masonic attire for all regular meetings, as much as the same is possible.

Section 3.  All members are required to dress in Masonic attire for funerals, anniversary celebrations, and all other public processions.  

Article XIV.

Masonic Conduct

Section 1.  There will be no eating, drinking, or smoking in the Lodge room while the Lodge is at work.


Section 2.  A fine of one dollar ($1.00) shall be levied for any un-masonic conduct during a meeting, in accordance with Masonic laws and custom.  

Article XV.

Amendments, Alterations, or Repeals

Section 1.  The By-laws may be amended, altered, or repealed by resolution in writing, submitted at a stated communication, and if approved by the Lodge, such action shall be submitted to the Grand Lodge for approval or rejection before it can be effective.  

PAGE  
9

